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Foundations of Geometry

Fall 2010
Athens Drive High School

Patience Wells
Dear Parent/Guardian and Student,

Welcome to Foundations of Geometry! I am very excited about working with both of you during the upcoming semester! I believe that as we work together, each student will have a positive and successful educational experience. 
Foundations of Geometry provides learners with an opportunity to review and study foundational topics for higher level mathematics. Topics include: basic definitions, theorems, and postulates; parallel and perpendicular lines; congruent and similar triangles, logic, right triangles and trigonometry; and area, surface area, and volume. Students will solve relevant and authentic problems using manipulatives and appropriate technology.  Additional information about the course can be found on the North Carolina Standard Course of Study website at http://www.ncpublicschools.org/.
Classroom Expectations and Grading Procedures:
· Students should follow all rules in the student handbook.
· Students are to be in their assigned seats and prepared for class when the bell rings. 
· Students are expected to be RESPECTFUL toward all individuals in my classroom and any classroom materials.

· Students should leave all food and beverages (with the exception of bottled water) at the door.

· Students should show all work on assignments.  Late work will not be accepted. 

· If a student is absent, he/she should determine what work was missed, complete it, and turn it in to me. Unit assignment sheets will be provided to assist students with this process. 

· Quizzes and tests will be announced several days in advance; therefore, students missing only the day before the quiz/test (review day) will be expected to take the assessment on the scheduled day.  Students with an excused absence have up to five school days to come by after school at 2:30PM or during SMART lunch to make up missed quizzes or tests.
· The percentages for grading in Foundations of Geometry are as follows:
	Quarter Grades
	
	Final Grade

	Tests/Projects
	65%
	
	1st Quarter
	40%

	Quizzes
	20%
	
	2nd Quarter
	40%

	Homework/

Classwork
	15%
	
	Final Exam 
	20%

	
	
	
	
	


· The Wake County Public School grading scale is as follows:
A
93-100

B
85-92

C
77-84

D
70-76

F
Less Than 70

I will use SPAN (Student Parent Access Network) to post grades and will update them regularly.  For updates on student assignments and additional information about my class, please visit my website at http://pwellsadhs.yolasite.com/.

Tutoring/Extra Help/Makeup Work times:
I will be available to assist students during A-lunch on Wednesdays, during B-lunch on Thursdays, and after school by appointment. Students should use these times to come by for extra help or to make up a test or quiz.  Please encourage students to come by for help often and early on in the semester.  
SMART Lunch:
This year, Athens Drive will continue SMART (Students Maximizing Achievement with Resources and Time) Lunch, which is an opportunity for students to receive extra assistance.  Students may be assigned to Mandatory Guided Study (MGS) for math on Wednesdays during lunch if their performance in my class indicates that they will benefit from this intervention.  I will notify students when they are assigned to MGS, and I will monitor students' progress in the class to determine when they come out of MGS.  In addition, SMART Lunch will provide opportunities for open math tutorial sessions on Thursdays. There is a complete explanation of SMART Lunch and a schedule for MGS and Tutorials on the Athens Drive website at http://www.athensdrive.com.

  

Contact Information:
If you need to contact me, please feel free to call the school at 233-4050. However, e-mail is the easiest way to ask questions and make contact. My e-mail address is pwells@wcpss.net. 
Thank you for the privilege of working with you and your child this school year. I look forward to a wonderful semester!
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Sincerely,


Patience Wells 
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Dear Parent/Guardian:
If you have any questions about the procedures within my classroom, please e-mail me at pwells@wcpss.net. 

If I need to contact a parent/guardian during the semester, I will first try to call during the school day. If you would prefer that I call you at another time, please indicate this below. If I cannot reach you, I will leave a message.  


I have fully read the guidelines on the previous pages.  I understand what is expected of me and am willing to cooperate with the classroom expectations. 
Student Name: ___________________________________________________________________________

Student Signature: _________________________________________Date: __________________________

Parent Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Parent Signature: __________________________________________Date: __________________________

Parent E-mail: _________________________________________Phone: _____________________________

Message to Mrs. Wells: _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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Please sign and return this page by Tuesday, August 31st, 2010.








Supplies Needed:


3-ring binder


Loose-leaf paper


Pencils


Scientific/Graphing Calculator





Important Dates:


Fall Open House: Tuesday, September 14, 2010


Interim reports issued: September 22-29 and       


December 6-10


Report Cards Issued: January 28, 2011


Final Exam Dates: January 14-21  








Supplies Wish List for the entire class:


Donations will be gladly accepted, especially of the following items:


Dry erase markers 


Tissues


Colored paper








